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can University in Washington, DC. She was
born September 7, 1949, in Louisville, KY,

and has one daughter.

Appointment of Dennis B. Ross as Assistant to the President for
Policy Planning
August 24, 1992

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of Dennis B. Ross as Assistant
to the President for Policy Planning.

Since 1989, Mr. Ross has been Director
of the Policy Planning Staff of the Depart-
ment of State. In that position he played
a major role in formulating and implement-
ing U.S. policy toward the former Soviet
Union and the Middle East peace process.
Prior to becoming Director, Mr. Ross
served as the senior foreign policy adviser
to the George Bush campaign and the head
of national security affairs during the Presi-
dential transition. He was the Director of
Near East and South Asian Affairs on the
National Security Council staff from May
1986 to July 1988. From 1984 to 1986, he
was outside the Government in the aca-
demic world, serving as the executive direc-

tor of the Berkeley-Stanford program on
Soviet international behavior. In the early
1980’s, he held positions in both the State
and Defense Departments, serving first as
a member of the policy planning staff with
responsibility for Middle Eastern issues.
Later, from 1982 to 1984, he was the Dep-
uty Director of the Office of Net Assess-
ment in the Pentagon, working principally
on Soviet, Middle Eastern, and broad mili-
tary balance issues.

Mr. Ross did his undergraduate and grad-
uate studies at UCLA, wrote a doctoral dis-
sertation on Soviet decisionmaking, and has
published extensively on Soviet and Middle
Eastern policy questions. He was born on
November 26, 1948, in San Francisco, CA.
Mr. Ross is married and has three children.

Nomination of Randall Harvey Erben To Be an Assistant Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development
August 24, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Randall Harvey Erben,
of Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development for Com-
munity Planning and Development. He
would succeed Skirma Anna Kondratas.

Currently Mr. Erben serves as Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Community Planning
and Development at the Department of
Housing and Urban Development. Prior to
this, he served as director of the State of
Texas Office of State-Federal Relations,

1989–91; assistant secretary of state for the
State of Texas, 1987–89; and a member and
shareholder with the law firm of Foster,
Lewis, Langley, Gardner & Banack, Inc.,
1981–87.

Mr. Erben graduated from Princeton
University (A.B., 1978) and the University
of Texas School of Law (J.D., 1981). He
was born August 23, 1956, in San Antonio,
TX. Mr. Erben is married and currently
resides in Bethesda, MD.
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